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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  M ALTON. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Brown  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  1946. 
The  Report  is  drawn  up  according  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  and  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  of  the  AREA. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  in  the  acreage  of  the  Dist¬ 
rict  which  comprises  4,016  acres ;  nor  have  the  social  conditions 
changed.  These  are  those  of  a  small  market  town,  the  more 
important  employers  of  labour  being  two  Breweries,  an  Agri¬ 
cultural  Implement  Maker  and  a  Manure  Factory.  Otherwise 
the  population  is  part  residential,  part  business  and  working 
classes,  the  latter  being  chiefly  dependent  upon  the  surrounding 
agricultural  districts. 

None  of  these  have  any  particular  influence  upon  Public 
Health. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1946)  according  to  Rate 
Book— 1,197. 

Rateable  Value  and  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £29,793 
and  £113  respectively., 


The  following  are  extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the 

year 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

66 

34 

32 

Live  births 

►  Illegitimate 

5 

1 

4 

Total 

.  71 

35 

36 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
is  18.1. 

Stillbirths:  Total  1,  (Male)  (Legitimate).  The  rate  per 

I, 000  Total  population  is  0.25. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  were:  Total  54.  Male  22,  Female  32. 

The  Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
is  13.8. 

Comparing  these  different  rates  with  those  of  the  country 
as  a  whole  we  find  that  the  Birth  Rate  is  fairly  normal  whilst 
the  Death  Rate  is  decidedly  high.  The  respective  figures  for 
the  whole  country  being.  Birth  Rate  19.1  and  the  Death  Rate 

II. 5. 


No  deaths  were  due  to  puerperal  sepsis,  or  to  other  puerperal 
causes,  and  no  deaths  occurred  under  1  year  of  age. 

There  were  2  deaths  (1  Male,  1  Female)  from  Tuberculosis 
of  the  Lungs,  9  from  Cancer  and  no  fewer  than  33  from  Heart 
Disease  and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Brain,  i.e.,  of  elderly  people 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

(A)  Medical — One  part-time  Medical  Officer  who  is  also 
Public  Vaccinator. 

(B)  Others, — One  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  combined, 
and 

(C)  One  part-time  Meat  &  Food  Inspector  and  Veterinary 
Officer. 

2.  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(A)  General — The  District  Nursing  Association  is  run  by 

voluntary  subscriptions  and  provides  2  nurses  for  general 
(non-infectious)  cases.  The  Association  receives  a 
Grant  from  the  County  Council. 

(B)  Infectious  Diseases  can  be  provided  for  in  special  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

3.  Midwives. 

There  are  no  midwives  practising  in  the  area  although  the 
District  Nurses  take  an  increasing  number  of  maternity  cases, 

4.  Laboratory  Facilities  are  obtainable  free  in  all  suitable  cases, 
the  work  being  done  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  Emergency 
Laboratory,  Northallerton.  Good  use  is  made  of  these  faci¬ 
lities  particularly  in  regard  to  swabs  of  the  throat  in  cases 
of  suspected  Diphtheria,  in  regard  to  sputum  in  tuberculosis 
and  in  regard  to  blood  tests,  etc. 

5.  Hospitals. 

Malton,  Norton  and  District  Hospital  of  27  beds  primarily 
for  Surgical  cases.  This  Hospital  now  provides  for  Special¬ 
ists  Clinics  in  Ear,  Nose  and  Throats  and  Orthopaedic. 

It  further  has  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  call  on  the 
Staffs  of  the  Leeds  General  Infirmary  and  York  County  Hos¬ 
pital  when  necessary,  whilst  the  Yorkshire  Orthopaedic  Hos¬ 
pital  at  Kirbymoorside  is  also  of  assistance  in  special  cases. 
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6.  Maternity  Cases  can,  on  application  to  the  County  M.O.H., 
Northallerton,  be  admitted  to  Westow  Croft  Maternity  Home 
originally  started  by  the  Ministry  of  Health ;  or  to  the  Acomb 
Maternity  Hospital. 

Otherwise  provision  is  made  for  unmarried  mothers  and 
illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children  by  the  Ryedale 
Guardians  Committee. 


7.  Infectious  Diseases  are  once  again  accommodated  at  the 
York  Isolation  Hospital  which  provides  the  necessary  Ambu¬ 
lance  facilities. 


8.  Ambulance  facilities  in  the  area  as  a  whole  is  provided  by 
Ambulance. 


9.  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centre  at  the  Friends  Meeting  House, 
Greengate  are  held  as  follows : — - 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  1st  Wednesday  in  the  Month, 
This  also  acts  as  an  ante-natal  clinic  and  one  of  the  District 
Nurses  is  always  in  attendance. 

Orthopaedic  Clinics  by  Dr.  Crockatt  about  every  two  months. 
Tuberculosis  Clinics  and  Clinics  for  Venereal  Diseases  are 
held  regularly  at  York  County  Hospital  and  at  Scabrorough 
Hospital. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
WATER. 


During  the  year  the  Water  Supply  has  proved  to  be  of  a 
continuously  high  quality  and  ample  quantity. 

The  supply  is  from  the  deep  well  of  the  Norton  U.D.C.,  and 
is  brought  by  separate  pipe  to  the  Council’s  reservoir  on  Castle 
Howard  Road. 

It  is  softened  to  the  necessary  degree  of  softness  by  means 
of  the  well-known  Basex  process,  and  is  dropped  from  about  23 
degrees  of  hardness  to  between  6 — 7  degrees. 

After  being  softened  it  is  chlorinated  and  then  aerated  on  a 
specially  designed  cascade. 

It  may  be  taken  that  this  water  is  now  one  of  the  most 
perfect  and  satisfactory  supplies  which  up-to-date  methods  can 
devise,  and  the  bacteriological  reports  upon  it  could  not  be  im¬ 
proved  upon. 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 


Although  now  considerably  fewer  in  number  there  are  still 
pail-closejts  in  the  area,  and  conversion  of  them  is  often  difficult, 
due  to  shortage  of  suitable  labour,  but  more  seriously  to  the 
fact  that  the  buildings  in  which  this  present  accommodation  is 
housed  are  unsatisfactory  in  construction  or  situation. 

During  the  year  however  35  pail-closets  were  converted  to 
water-closets. 

SCAVENGING. 

During  the  year  scavenging  was  carried  out  by  direct  labour, 
and  a  continuous  weekly  service  was  given  to  every  house  in 
the  area. 

% 

SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  various  Schools  in  the  area 
and  their  Water  Supply  are  satisfactory. 

SEWERAGE  &  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  sewerage  system  gave  satisfactory  service  during  the 
year,  and,  except  for  certain  portions  which  are  becoming  over¬ 
loaded  through  development,  it  seems  likely  to  give  good  service 
for  a  number  of  years. 

It  is  pumped  to  a  disposal  works  situated  near  the  river 
some  distance  down  the  York  Road,  and  is  there  treated  and  the 
effluent  run  into  the  River. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  the  Council's  post-war  housing  programme 
was  put  in  hand  and  this  department  contributed  in  carrying  out 
the  work  of  site  development  by  direct  labour. 

Meantime  many  existing  privately  owned  houses  are  in  need 
of  repair  and  a  widespread  scheme  with  this  objective  will  be 
necessary  as  soon  as  conditions  permit. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  farms  and  dairies  in  the  area  are  inspected  periodically 
and  samples  of  milk  examined  for  bacterial  content  and  tubercle 
bacilli. 

(b)  Meat  Supply. 

The  Council’s  part-time  Veterinary  Officer  whose  Report 
is  set  out  below  visits  the  Public  Abbatoir  periodically. 
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REPORT  OF  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTOR. 

All  slaughtering  is  undertaken  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  at 
the  Abbatoir  in  Railway  Street. 

Daily  inspections  are  made  of  all  carcases  and  the  necessary 
steps  taken  to  ensure  the  sale  of  healthy  meat. 

All  the  butchers’  shops  in  the  District  of  Malton  were 
frequently  inspected  during  the  year  and  no  action  was  found 
to  be  necessary.  A  thorough  examination  of  the  various  premises 
was  made  at  each  visit.  All  visits  were  made  without  warning. 

The  slaughter  house  was  constantly  inspected  during  my 
daily  visits. 

The  vehicles  used  for  the  transportation  of  meat  have  been 
frequently  inspected. 

Several  visits  have  been  made  to  all  the  shops  selling  other 
food  stuffs,  canned  and  otherwise,  when  the  goods  have  been 
under  suspicion. 

Visits  have  been  made  without  warning  to  the  shops  selling 
and  producing  ice-cream. 

A  table  showing  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  con¬ 
demned  is  attached. 

Year  Ending  31st  December,  1946. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sh.eep 

Pigs 

Number  Killed 

1746 

1033 

5650 

1011 

Number  Inspected 

1746 

1033 

5650 

1011 

All  Diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis. 

Excluding 

whole  carcases 
condemned. 

24 

5 

34 

14 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  other 
was  condemned. 

246 

10 

124 

26 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  T.B. 

15.46% 

1.45% 

278% 

3.95% 

Tuberculosis. 

Whole  Carcases 
condemned. 

23 

2 

Part  carcases 
condemned. 

6 

7 

Percentage  of 
number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B. 

1.66% 

.8% 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  year  has  been  satisfactory  as  regards  the  prevalence  of 
Infectious  diseases. 

2  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  although  it  is  satis¬ 
factory  to  note  that  no  deaths  occurred. 

6  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  1  of  Measles  were  notified 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  cases  were  notified : — 


Civilian 

Non-Civilian 

* 

Age 

Non-Pulmonary 

.  10—15 

1 

15—20 

2 

30 — 40 

1 

30  40 

Pulmonary  . 

.  30—40 

1 

40  50 

1 

- 

60  70 

1 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

.  22 

32 

54 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

.  1 

1 

•2 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and  oesoph  . 

.  1 

— 

1 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  .. 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

.  4 

.  3 

7 

Intracranial 

vascular  lesions 

6 

6 

12 

Heart  disease 

.  7 

14 

21 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

.  — 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

■ — - 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

- — - 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

— *• 

3 

o 

O 

Suicide 

.  1 

— 

1 

All  other  cases 

.  2 

— 

2 

Total 

.  35 

36 

71 

Live  births 

Legitimate  . 

.  34 

32 

66 

- 

Illegitimate  . 

.  1 

4 

5 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

.  1 

— 

1 

Stillbirths 

\  Legitimate  . 

.  1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate  .  . 

.  — 

— 

— 

POPULATION  (Mid-year  1946),  3,926. 


L.  C.  Walker,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Birth-rate,  Civilian  Death-rate,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  'Cases  rates  for  certain  Infectious  diseases  in  the 
Year  1946.  Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly 


Returns. 


England 

126  C.B.s 

and  Great 

148  Smaller 

Towns 

London 

and 

Towns 

Resident  Pop. 

Adm. 

Wales 

including 

25,000—50,000 

County 

Rates 

per  1,000 

London  1931  Census 

Civilian  Population : — 

Live  Births 

...  19.1$ 

.  22.2  .. 

.  21.3  . 

.  21.5 

Still  Births 

...  0.53$ 

.  0.67  .. 

....  0.59  . 

0.5d 

Deaths : 

All  Causes 

...  11.5$ 

.  12.7  .. 

....  11.7  . 

12.7 

Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough. 

...  0.02 

.  0.02  .. 

....  0.02  . 

0.02 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

. .  0.01  .. 

....  0.01  '  . 

0.02 

Influenza 

...  0.15 

.  0.13  .. 

....  0.14  . 

0.12 

Smallpox 

— • 

— 

— - 

Measles 

— 

. .  0.01  .. 

—  . 

0.01 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births  : — 

Deaths  under 

1  year  of  Age 

.  43$ 

.  46 

37  . 

41 

Deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis 

4.4 

6.1  .. 

2.8  . 

4.2 

under  2  years 
of  age. 

A  dash  ( — 

)  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths. 

• 

f  Per  1,000  related  births. 

$  Rates  per  1,000  Total  population. 


Rates 

Notifications 

126  C.B.s  148  Smaller 

England  and  Great  Towns 

and  Towns  Resident  Pop. 

Wales  including  25,000 — 50,000 

London  1931  Census 

per  1,000  Civilian  Population 

London 

Adm. 

County 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

0.01  . 

0.01  .. 

.  0.01  . 

..  0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
Cerebro  Spinal 

0.02  . 

0.02  .. 

.  0.01  . 

0.01 

Fever 

0.05  . 

0.05  .. 

....  0.04  . 

..  0.06 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.38  . 

1.51  .. 

1.33  . 

1.42 

Whooping  ‘Cough  ... 

2.28  . 

.  2.48  .. 

.  2.05  . 

..  2.22 

7 


Diphtheria 

0.28  . 

0.32  . 

0.31 

0.24 

Erysipelas 

0.22  . 

0.25  . 

0.22 

0.27 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

3.92  . 

4.73  . 

3.70 

7.35 

Pneumonia  . 

0.89  . 

1.02  . 

0.74 

0.75 

C\ 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 

Births  (Live  and  Still)  :- 

(a)  Notifications: — 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ] 

8.50  . 

10.35  . 

7.63 

. 

'  1.62 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

> 

■i 

$9.68 

(b)  Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales: — 

No.  140  No.  141 

No.  147 

Nos.  142-6 

Abortion  Abortion 

Puerperal 

148-150 

with  Sepsis  without  Sepsis 

Infections 

Other 

0.13  0.06 

0.18 

1.06 

Abortion. — Mortality  per  million  women  aged  15-45  in  England 

and  Wales : — 

No.  140  with  Sepsis  No.  141  without  Sepsis 

11  5 

$  Including  Puerperal  Fever. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

L.  C.  WALKER,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  M.R.C  .S.,  L.R.C.P. 

R.  E,  BOND,  M.R.C.V.S., 

Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 

J.  L.  TONG,  C.S.I.B. 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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